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A LIVELY AND RECKLESS CONFIDENCE IN THE GRACE OF GOD

from the online newsletter of the Macon Worship Group (which is under the care of AFM)

A few weeks ago someone shared a wonderful quote on faith. According to Martin Luther (yes, he of 
the 95 Theses and whatnot), faith is a "lively and reckless confidence in the grace of God." 
(Sometimes "reckless" is translated as "daring.") The quote continues: "This confidence in God's 
grace and knowledge of it makes men glad and bold and happy in dealing with God and with all 
creatures; and this is the work of the Holy Ghost in faith."

Obviously, people may understand "faith," "God," "grace," and "Holy Ghost" (inner light?) differently, 
but I think we all long for the kind of faith that is lively and confident, that makes us "glad and bold 
and happy in dealing with God and with all creatures." Indeed, this kind of faith allows us to act 
boldly, to risk hard conversations, to dream and to act on those dreams.

How can we cultivate such confidence in and knowledge of God's grace? I think such faith is often 
a gift. But our worship readies us--both individually and as a community--to receive and recognize 
the gift. Silent worship can be hard, but Spirit works in us even when we do not see or consciously 
experience that work. 
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Meeting for Worship each First Day (Sunday) in Person & via Zoom, 10:00 am
(For those who prefer a more intimate worship experience, we have resumed 
small meetings for worship in the library at 10 am.)  

Details for Sunday worship and for our Wednesday small meetings for worship as well as worship 
opportunities with the Macon Worship Group are in the announcement sheet (link just above).  
The most up-to-date information about events can also be found there.

Current and back issues of the newsletter 
are available at   https://atlantaquakers.org/  
newsletter/

https://atlantaquakers.org/announcement-
sheet/ has the most recent announcement 
sheet with up-to-date event information

QUERY FOR APRIL

Do we seek to minimize the consumption of Earth’s 
resources and encourage sustainable use?

https://atlantaquakers.org/announcement-sheet/
https://atlantaquakers.org/announcement-sheet/
https://atlantaquakers.org/announcement-sheet/
https://atlantaquakers.org/newsletter/
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REPARATIONS, REPARATIVE JUSTICE, & RIGHT RELATION STRATEGIC PLANNING MEETING

by Herb Edwards and Susan Firestone 

On February 28, 2026, the Reparations, Reparative Justice, and Right Relations (RRJRR) 
Committee had an enjoyable and productive strategic planning meeting and retreat at the home of 
Waman French. A dynamic group of 16 people participated in the hybrid meeting, including 5 on 
Zoom, and a few first timers. We had an opportunity to get to know each other better and understand
each other’s interests in reparative justice work through the learning experience facilitated by S. Y. 
Bowland in the morning. Friends checked in with a joy, a quote or a saying, or intention that keeps 
them focused on the work of reparations, reparative justice, and right relations.    

In preparation for strategic planning, we reviewed the purpose of the Reparations, Reparative 
Justice, and Right Relations Committee (RRJRR). It is to serve as a catalyst and provide guidance to
learn about and take action to redress the injustices and inequities caused by racism. The RRJRR 
Committee is open to both AFM members and attenders, and we welcome interested community 
members to our meetings. RRJRR works on the whole Meeting level, coordinating with other 
committees leading to outward actions of repair, redress, and building relationships with Black, 
Indigenous, and other People of Color. 

In considering succession planning and recruitment, we encouraged everyone on the committee to 
invite other people personally, and we noted that RRJRR presence at the committee fair had helped 
recruit some new members. We also recommended reaching out for representatives from 
committees that don’t currently have representation on RRJRR and to young adult Friends. We’d like
to broaden participation and include people with skills and resources who may be interested in a 
more active role in RRJRR in the future.

Following a delicious potluck lunch, the afternoon session consisted of generating goals and 
outcomes for Reparations, Reparative Justice, and Right Relations. We did an activity in which 
participants wrote goals and/or outcomes on sticky notes and stuck them to a door in the gathering 
room.  One person read the sticky notes aloud.  Zoom participants gave their ideas orally. Waman 
French volunteered to organize the strategic planning suggestions into general categories. 

Communications suggestions included putting more information about RRJRR in the announcement 
sheet and newsletter, adding a specific RRJRR page to the Atlanta Friends Meeting website in the 
committee section linked to previous RRJRR forums on the Equality page, and starting an “RRJRR 
Quarterly.”  This will be a quarterly online publication created to educate the Meeting community 
about historic global efforts toward reparations, reparative justice, and right relations and help them 
recognize how these concepts are debated regarding current situations. Completed editions will be 
archived on the RRJRR page of the AFM website. More about RRJRR Quarterly:  
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1H1StbPBnQ4Y1y-ACPVEXyf2wU2teF5Xo/view?usp=sharing

Personal and group connections could also help us expand our reach. We could hold one on one 
Zoom meetings with individuals in AFM who are interested in RRJRR. In addition, we could do 
informal outreach to Friends in Southern Appalachian Yearly Meeting and Association (SAYMA). 
Using AFM as a venue for an event with the external community could increase visibility and build 
connections. We would also like to reach out to other groups, such as Presbyterians, who are doing 
similar work. 

Education for AFM, the Friends School, and the community about reparations, reparative justice, and
right relations can be key to developing future action plans. It’s essential to look at the successes 
and intentions of the reconstruction era before so much of it was destroyed by Southern Redeemers 
and the Confederate myth of the Lost Cause. We also need to recognize the financial and 
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psychological barriers of policies and practices toward BIPOC over 450+ years in order to begin a 
process to create meaningful change to correct wrongdoing. In respect to Muscogee Creek and 
other Indigenous groups, learning about the history of treaties and sovereignty is important. 

A number of the goals brought forward at the strategic planning session were similar to or built upon 
recommendations at the October 26, 2025 forum. For example, we want to continue to build 
relationships with reparations/ reparative justice groups in the area such as Beacon Hill Black 
Alliance for Human Rights in Decatur and the Greater Atlanta Reparations Collaborative, which 
includes several organizations in the metro area. Folami Prescott-Adams is our contact with that 
group. In addition, goals included participating in reparative justice actions as well as lobbying for 
reparative justice legislation in the City of Decatur, Georgia legislature, and the US Congress. There 
was a lot of engagement around helping people of African descent who are in danger of losing their 
homes or land in the near future or whose families have lost land through heirs’ property problems. 
For instance, RRJRR could do a project gathering resources and oral histories around land loss and 
saving homes. AFM could help with tax liens or provide services for writing wills. 

At the February strategic session, there were also some more ambitious ideas around land. One 
proposal was to develop a nationwide Quaker Land Bank Directory for African American 
descendants of enslaved people to purchase and own land. An idea specifically connected to 
Georgia included identifying vacant lands/ farms in South Georgia and purchasing properties to be 
sold to African American descendants at 25% of market value. Another participant shared a 
suggestion for a land trust similar to one in Madison, Wisconsin. The idea involved securing 10 acres
of land supported by 10 different organizations, and using five acres for unhoused people and five 
acres for creating a secure food source. 

In regard to Right Relations, we plan to continue building relationships with Muscogee Creek people 
through hosting students and faculty of the College of the Muscogee Nation on their homeland trips 
and contributing money for the trips and student scholarships to the college. We will also support the 
efforts of Beacon Hill Black Alliance for Human Rights to honor the Muscogee Nation, Black Creek 
Freedmen, the displaced residents of Beacon Hill, and the community with a plaque and an art 
installation in Decatur. Another goal is to support the movement to create Ocmulgee National Park 
and Preserve in Macon. RRJRR / AFM currently has a working statement toward land 
acknowledgment which focuses on building relationships of respect and deferring to the leadership 
of Muscogee Creek People. Given the difficulty of ceding Atlanta Friends Meeting land to the 
Muscogee Nation, we can look into additional ways to use our resources in solidarity with Muscogee 
efforts to preserve and restore homelands and cultural traditions, and for landback at the local level.

We value your participation and input as we put plans into actions! Join us at our open virtual 
meetings: Second Thursday at 2:00 pm ET online. See the announcement sheet or contact RRJRR 
clerk Herb Edwards at herbmedwards@gmail.com for the meeting link and password.

HOW TO HELP CASA ALTERNA WITH GROCERIES

The new sign-up to volunteer to purchase groceries and other needed items for Casa Alterna guests 
is at https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C084FA5A72DAAFBC16-62791699-program#/ with slots 
open from April to June 2026.  (Scroll down to find empty slots.)  Your support of this work is making 
a huge impact on the lives of asylum seekers as they find their way in a new country, and your help 
is greatly appreciated.  If you have questions, please contact Joyce Lanternman at 
joyeuse13@gmail.com or Anton Flores-Maisonet at anton@casaalterna.org.
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GUN VIOLENCE PREVENTION FORUM FOLLOW-UP

Thanks to all who made the Gun Violence Prevention forum co-sponsored by the Presbyterian 
Peace Fellowship and Atlanta Friends Meeting on February 22 a success! Special thanks to our 
guest speakers Dr. Brenda Smith, Pat Mueller, Madison Drew, and Sue May, to Social Concerns 
and Quakers for Racial Equality committee volunteers, and to Aaron Ruscetta and Bert Skellie for 
tech assistance. We had several representatives from Presbyterians, Baptists, Interfaith Children’s 
Movement, and Georgia Majority for Gun Safety. We look forward to working against gun violence 
together. The program included guest speakers, break out groups, and take-aways. The following 
video (58 minutes) includes introductions and all the guest speakers’ presentations at Atlanta 
Friends Meeting on Feb. 22,2026. Although the camera angle facing the speakers did not record, we
can still  hear them clearly. Please note that the passcode is necessary to watch or share the video. 
Copy the passcode ( 6VxfkQ=f ) first, then click on the link at https://tinyurl.com/3pty8v74.

For more information about Presbyterian Peace Fellowship programs for gun violence prevention, 
contact Dr. Brenda J. Smith, grandmothersuzanne310@gmail.com   For legislative advocacy, see 
the Georgia Majority for Gun Safety website at https://www.georgiamajority.org/

QUERIES & SUGGESTIONS FOR TALKING ABOUT . . . . . . 

These tips and suggestions came from an American Friends Service Committee (AFSC) email about
Palestine, but would be helpful for any topic.

1. Consider if you’re the right messenger for the information you’d like to share. Can you ask for the 
help of somebody who might have a better chance of being heard? Even if you are the right 
messenger, remember that helping motivate somebody to change their views on an issue can 
often take a frustratingly long time! Don’t try to “win” in one conversation. 

2. Practice segues into talking about Palestine. Imagine how the shift in topic might land. Can you 
accommodate your conversation partner’s potential feelings without compromising your values?

3. Connect Palestine to other issues that you know your conversation partner cares about. You can 
also connect Palestine to other current events.

4. Begin with shared values or identity markers. We all want to live with freedom and dignity. Many 
of us are parents. Once you are on a shared footing, you can move into the specifics of harm and
your vision for a better world.

5. Share more stories than statistics. If you’re comfortable, be vulnerable and share your own story. 
However, keep in mind that especially for uninformed or irregular consumers of news, a shocking 
statistic might help start a conversation.

6. Think about why you want to talk about Palestine with friends and family. Is it because you want 
to shift their perspective? Do you want to feel less alone in your knowledge of what’s going on? 
Do you want them to take a specific action with you? Do you want them to move from 
understanding effects to root causes of harm? Get clear on your intentions and, as appropriate, 
try and let your conversation partner know where you’re coming from. Be brave, and consider 
how you might feel if the conversation doesn’t go well. 

7. When talking about Palestine, remember, not everything you share has to be sad. There is 
always joy and resistance! Sharing about Palestinian culture, arts, or food might help inspire your 
conversation partner to take action, whereas sharing more devastating news might encourage 
them to freeze up.

8. Think about how you might encourage surprising conversations. Small acts of visibility can often 
break the ice. Could you put a bumper sticker on your car? Wear a pin or patch? Hand out flyers 
at a town hall or other event? Wear a keffiyeh? 
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PLEASE HOLD 
IN THE LIGHT:

Ryll Matthews
Amara Lynch's father & family
Jennifer Crumpley
David Small's god-daughter
Patricia Turner 
Bill & Teri Hooson
Diane Green & brother
Patty Lombardi & family
Nan Roark
Mary Place's niece Karen
Mary Bartlett's step-daughter &

family
Victoria & Alice Holland
Derek Haroutoone Otis' father

& family

If you wish to have requests 
for holding in the light included 
in this monthly newsletter and 
in the announcement sheet,
please give the names to a 
member of Care & Counsel.

NEW ADDRESS FOR SHARI FRADENBURGH AND JOE TAYLOR IN TUCSON

Former members Shari Fradenburgh and Joe Taylor have a new apartment in Assisted Living which 
will allow Shari and Joe to be together while Shari is in hospice.  The new address is 
5830 N. Fountains Ave., Apt 136,Tucson, AZ 85704.   Shari is not currently taking phone calls, but 
Joe Taylor's correct email address is joe.taylor@pmm.life.

GOD WORKS THROUGH ME WHEN . . . 

by the AFM Lower Elementary First Day School Class

This year’s focus in First Day School is the Old Testament. This spring, the theme for our classes is, 
“God is Everywhere--God works through many people, places, and times.”  After talking about 
people they think God has worked through to make our lives and world better, the children in the 
lower elementary class thought about times when God works through them. Here is what they 
shared.  God works through me when …
… I pick up trash 
… I feed Huey (my dog)
… I fold my clothes 
… I help wash the dishes 
… I pick up my room 
… I help my mom do the laundry 
… I am a good friend 
… I tell my sister I love her
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Atlanta Friends Committees and Other Contacts
Clerk of the Meeting: Brent Wolff, afmclerk1@gmail.com

Office Coordinator: Nina Gooch, atlantaquakers@gmail.com
Treasurer: Stacey Sharer, afmtreasurer1@gmail.com

Ministry & Worship: Folami Adams, drfolami@me.com, 
Finance: Bill Hooson, 770-786-8096

Administration: Jack Honderd, jkhonderd@gmail.com
Social Concerns: Karen Morris, karenth.1415@gmail.com

Care & Counsel: Georgia Lord, afm.care.counsel@gmail.com
Quakers for Racial Equality: Susan Firestone, susanfires@gmail.com

Committee on Undoing Racism in AFM: Lissa Place, lissaplace@yahoo.com
Reparations,Reparative Justice and Right Relations:  

Herb Edwards, herbmedwards@gmail.com
Religious Education: Amanda Gendreau, AmandaGendreau5@gmail.com

Young Friends Program Coordinator: 
Rebecca Thornburley, afm.young.friends@gmail.com

Library: Derek Harootune Otis, dharootuneotis@gmail.com
Nominating: Elizabeth Lamb, gelds@comcast.net

Newsletter Editor: Nina Gooch, atlquakerltr@gmail.com
Webmaster: Emma Bingham, afm.web.wizard@gmail.com

Bookkeeper: Jonah McDonald, afmbookkeeper1@gmail.com

For info about these and other committees, visit or download the AFM 
Handbook from https://atlantaquakers.org/handbook/ OR contact the Clerk of 
the committee you're interested in.

https://atlantaquakers.org/handbook/


STREET PARKING UPDATE

The city has now finished marking the pavement
on Howard Avenue, including marking street
parking. There is no longer any parking between
our western driveway and Lansdowne, toward
the city of Atlanta.  We still have parking places
between the two driveways plus an additional six
parking spots on the other side of the street,
towards downtown Decatur, between the two
forks of the street crossing the tracks.  There
may be parking spaces available on the side
streets, but parking is illegal within 30 feet of
Howard Avenue (or any stop sign), so people can see to make turns onto Howard. On Lansdowne, 
there are NO PARKING signs indicating this, and on Adair Street, this means parking within the 
white painted boxes. Also, please be a good neighbor and don't block anyone's driveway.

We are also a ten minute walk from East Lake MARTA Station, and we do have bike racks on the 
front porch and the back patio.

QUAKER EARTHCARE WITNESS SEEKS MEDIA & PUBLICATION COORDINATOR

Quaker Earthcare Witness is seeking a Media & Publications Coordinator.  ”We are seeking a visual
storyteller and strategist who can transform our digital and print presence into a catalyst for Spirit-led
movement. This remote position combines creative media strategy with practical publications 
management and campaign support.”  Quaker Earthcare Witness (QEW) is a network of Friends 
(Quakers) in North America working on Earthcare concerns.  QEW will begin reviewing resumes on 
April 6, and applications will be accepted until the position is filled.  Position begins May 4.  
Find more information and apply at .https://tinyurl.com/QEWposition.

FINAL ADDITIONS AND CORRECTIONS TO DIRECTORY  --  due April 1

• If you have not received an email with the link to the draft of the directory and you need to see
if you are included and/or to check your information, please contact the Office Coordinator at 
404-377-2474 or atlantaquakers@gmail.com for the link.

• If you know you are not in the directory, add your info at 
https://tinyurl.com/addafmdirectoryinfo.  

• If you do not have a google account or have questions, please contact the Office Coordinator 
at 404-377-2474 or atlantaquakers@gmail.com.

BOOKS BY AND ABOUT PEOPLE OF COLOR  --  Thursday, April 2

The book group reading works by and about people of color meets at 1:30 pm on the first Thursday 
of the month in person in combination with Zoom.  On April 2, the group will be reading and 
discussing Thank You, Mr. Nixon by Gish Jen.  All are welcome, and the group encourages anyone 
interested in a particular book to drop in.  Future books include:  May 7, We The Animals by Justin 
Torres and June 4, The Wilderness: a Novel by Angela Flournoy.   For questions or the Zoom link, 
contact Susan Cole (cole2544@bellsouth.net).
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NEW IMMIGRANT MEGA DETENTION CENTER PROTESTS  –  every Friday 

Weekly protest outside of 10th District Congressman Mike Collins from 3:00 to 4:00 on Fridays, 
across from the Walton County Courthouse in Monroe GA.  No public transit but plenty of public 
parking.  Please bring a box of salt to leave at Collins' office because "salt melts ice!"

Once construction begins Bill and Teri Hooson plan to engage in civil disobedience at the two 
entrances to the site.  They, and others, plan to sit in worship, prayer, or contemplation at the 
entrance. They plan on ignoring orders to move or disperse.  They will NOT resist forced removal by 
law enforcement.  They have faith that others will join them in the protest at the site and to bring to 
the Light the inhumane treatment of immigrants and that others will join in prayerful contemplation 
wherever they might be.

For more info, please contact Bill Hooson.                                                                                            

FLGBTQC OPPORTUNITIES FOR COMMUNITY –  Saturday & Sunday, April 4, 5

On the first Saturday of the month, April 4, AFM's FLGBTQC monthly game night begins at 6:30 pm 
at the meeting house. Conversation, games and potluck-style food. Allies welcome! Bring any board 
game or other tabletop game you'd like to share with the group. Just be willing to explain the game 
to new players, or (if it's your first time playing it) be willing to learn it along with the rest of us.

On the first Sunday, April 5, Friends for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender and Queer Concerns 
(FLGBTQC) will eat together at potluck (look for the queer flag).  

For more information about these events or about FLGBTQC in general or about lgbtq+ issues, 
contact Nina Gooch or Jeremiah Gold-Hopton.  To join the group email list and receive updates, 
contact Nina in the office. 

SPIRITUAL JOURNEYS AND ADULT FIRST DAY SCHOOL  –  Sundays, April 5, 12, 19, 26

Each first Sunday of the month in Adult First Day School, we listen to how a Friend in our meeting 
answers questions of God's leadings as well as questions about what brings them to this meeting, 
what led them to become a member or not, and what they believe now. We call these stories 
Spiritual Journeys, stories where Friends describe their understanding of God and religion in their 
lives. On April 5, Cate Tedford will reflect on her continuing spiritual journey working for peace 
through the “Seeking the Common Thread” program.  If you'd like to listen to past Spiritual Journeys,
contact Mary Ann Downey at madowney@mindspring.com. 

We offer a standing invitation to all attenders and members (those new to meeting, transfers from 
other meetings, or longtime Atlanta members and attenders) to share your answers to these 
questions. Some Friends find it helpful to do this as an interview. For more information and to 
schedule a time to tell your story, contact Mary Ann Downey.

On the second, third and fourth Sundays of the month, Adult First Day School will be discussing the 
book Falling Upward by Richard Rohr.  You are welcome to join the discussion even if you have not 
read the book.  

Adult First Day School meets at 9 am in person at the meetinghouse, and people can also join via 
Zoom. (Zoom details in the announcement sheet; see link at top of page 1.)  For more details or 
questions, please contact Elizabeth Lamb. 
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EASTER EGG HUNT  –  Sunday, April 5

After meeting for worship, AFM will have our annual Easter egg hunt.  Our youngest Friends in the 
Nursery will hunt inside the playground fence, and Nursery parents should slip out at rise of meeting 
to join their children.  Teachers will bring the Lower and Upper Elementary students to meeting room 
to join their parents for introductions and the circle.  Parents should bring baskets for their children.  
If you’d like to help provide eggs / individually wrapped goodies (suitable for hiding), you can do so 
the last Sunday in March or the morning of April 5.  No candy with nuts or soy please because of 
allergies!  There's a bin on the table by the front door to place donations. 
   

FIRST SUNDAY POTLUCK  --  Sunday, April 5

Please join us for a potluck lunch following the rise of Meeting.  Weather permitting, there are several
outdoor tables for those who prefer to eat outside.  Green Friends as well as the FCNL Action Team 
and FLGBTQC (Friends for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender and Queer Concerns) will meet 
during potluck this Sunday.   

If you can, please bring not only enough food for your family, but also extra for newcomers and 
guests.  This is the day of our annual Easter Egg Hunt, and we usually have more visitors than 
usual.

PREPARING THE MEETING ROOM FOR CARPET CLEANING  --  Sunday, April 5

After potluck, instead of resetting the meeting room, we'll be moving benches and chairs to the 
greeting room.  You can volunteer to help on the volunteer sign up sheet at the meetinghouse or at 
http://tinyurl.com/afmvolunteers OR just carry a chair or two over to be stacked as you leave.

PLENARY TALK AND PUBLIC WORKSHOPS AT AFSC CORPORATION MEETING  --  Apr 10 & 11

Anton Flores-Maisonet of Casa Alterna and AFM will be the plenary speaker of the American Friends
Service Committe's (AFSC's) 0nline Corporation (aka annual governance) meeting on April 10 from 
6:30 to 8:30 pm.  Everyone is welcome to attend the plenary talk, plus there are two public 
workshops being offered online by AFSC.

• Documenting Immigration Enforcement as a Tool for Community Self-Defense and Self-
Representation - offered online Friday, April 10 from 3:15 to 4:45 pm. This workshop will 
highlight techniques AFSC's team has used to document and archive ICE and 
Customs/Border Patrol misconduct–while telling community-centered stories of resistance. 

• Join the Apartheid-Free Movement: How Quakers are Working Together to End Israeli 
Apartheid - offered online Saturday, April 11from 2:00 to 3:30 pm. bThis workshop will 
highlight the goals of Apartheid-Free as an effective tool for education and discernment 
around taking action for Palestine and share specific ways Quakers are partnering with the 
larger Apartheid-Free network. [Atlanta Friends Meeting is an Apartheid Free Community]

The registration links for each event can be found https://afsc.org/afsc-corporation-program-2026.  
If you have questions, contact Claire Hannapel.
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MEMORIAL FOR BECKY INGLE OF CHATTANOOGA  --  Saturday, April 18

Becky Ingle, long time member of Chattanooga Friends Meeting and active in SAYMA (Southern 
Appalachian Yearly Meeting and Association) for many years, passed on Christmas Day after a long 
struggle with cancer.  Her memorial service will be held on April 18, 2026, at the Pilgrim 
Congregational Church (400 Glenwood Drive, Chattanooga, TN 37404) at 10 am with refreshments 
following.  Should you not be able to attend in person, there will be a zoom link available.  
Please contact chattanoogafriendsmeeting@gmail.com to receive the link for the memorial service.  
Becky's husband, Larry Ingle is doing fine and is at home with full time hospice care.  If you would 
like to reach out to Larry, please use the email above to request his contact information.

NEWCOMER WELCOME DINNER  --  Saturday, April 18

On the 18th of each month, Atlanta Friends Meeting hosts a home-based meal for newcomers!  
This is an opportunity  for those new to Meeting to ask questions and get to know a few Meeting 
folk.  The April Newcomers' dinner will be held at the home of Christina Repoley & Dean Leeper on 
Saiurday, April 18.  More details wiill be in the weekly announcement sheet.

MEETING FOR WORSHIP WITH ATTENTION TO BUSINESS  –  Sunday, April 19

Stay after meeting for worship, whether in person or via Zoom.  Minutes from last month are below.  
Meeting for Worship with Attention to Business will be held in a combined format about 11:45, using 
the Zoom coordinates for Meeting for Worship.  The minutes from January are below. 
Zoom: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89686276751?  pwd=M29EYllFWEhSQUtZRVVPalFFYmVDQT09   
Meeting ID: 896 8627 6751
Passcode: 789456                                                     

ABOUT MEETING FOR WORSHIP WITH ATTENTION TO BUSINESS

"Friends' decision-making is rooted in the spiritual oneness of a religious community. We reject 
majority rule for the higher goal of reaching decisions in unity, through distinctive attitudes developed
by Friends over the centuries. Our process is democratic in the sense that everyone is encouraged 
to participate. However, it also goes beyond democracy in that it does not rely solely on human will 
or ability. Participants are expected to put aside personal desires and allow themselves to be led by 
a Guide beyond the self." (Philadelphia Yearly Meeting Faith and Practice 1998)

"Whenever we remember that we are in the presence of God, transformation is possible. Every task,
no matter how mundane, becomes an act of worship, a word of praise offered to God. This is the 
basis for Quaker business practice. We call it 'meeting for worship with attention to business' 
because it is grounded in an awareness of God’s presence!" (Friends General Conference) 

Atlanta Friends Meeting guidelines for meeting for Meeting for Worship with Attention to Business 
are at https://atlantaquakers.org/wp-content/uploads/Guidelines_for_Meeting_for_Business.pdf.   
In addition, https://www.friendsjournal.org/meeting-for-business-as-spiritual-rehearsal talks more 
about the spiritual side of Meeting for Worship with Attention to Business as well as the ways the 
Quaker decision-making process differs from consensus.  Another resouce is Pendle Hill Pamphlet 
#307,  Beyond Consensus: Salvaging Sense of the Meeting.  The AFM library has two copies.
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SAYMA IN-PERSON REPRESENTATIVES MEETING  --  Saturday, April 25

Jennifer Dickie, who is the Clerk of our yearly meeting, Southern Appalachian Yearly Meeting and 
Association (SAYMA) says, “We are called to continue working on community building through our 
representative meetings. Gathering in smaller groups to do our business and more recently to 
participate in community building circle practice, we are finding connections that bind us together.”
April 25's Representative Meeting will be in-person only in Columbia, SC.  SAYMA encourages 
Friends to carpool with those near or passing through their area. Please reach out to 
Clerk@SAYMA.org if you would like help connecting for a shared ride.  To register or request 
housing in Columbia, please fill out the form at https://forms.gle/PPgWD74DoS4yrcCT7.

EARTH DAY EVENTS  --  Sunday, April 26

In honor of Earth Day (April 22) Green Friends will serve snacks and show a short film, "Chasing 
Time" starting at noon on Sunday April 26, and then discuss the actions we can take to prepare 
ourselves, our communities, and everywhere.  Pollution from oil and gas is causing us to overheat, 
changing our weather. Temperatures have been climbing higher and higher; Phoenix AZ is expecting
107F IN MARCH. These changes affect our gardens, birds, pets, and food supply. The increase in 
disasters also more severely affects low-income communities and people of color, leading to calls for
"climate justice" (https://naacp.org/know-issues/environmental-climate-justice).

Other related events:  
• The Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Atlanta will hold "Flying Together" with on 

Saturday, April 18, from 9 am to 12:30 PM. This will include live music, singing, breakouts, 
exhibitors, and more. Georgia Interfaith Power and Light (GIPL) is a co-sponsor of this event, 
being held at 2265 North Druid Hills Road.  Info:  https://gipl.org/events/flying-together 

• The Meetinghouse will also be the site of a multi-state Citizens Climate conference on 
Saturday, May 16, to teach everyday people how they can lobby and get bipartisan bills 
passed in Congress. The  theme is "Facts Are Not Enough."  Contact Henry Slack for info.

SAYMA ANNUAL SESSIONS  --  Thursday to Sunday, June 18 to 21

Southern Appalachian Yearly Meeting and Association (SAYMA) is our yearly meeting, a regional 
umbrella for Quaker meetings in Georgia, South Carolina, Alabama, Tennessee and Kentucky.  
SAYMA also holds an annual gathering each year, this year June 18 to 21 at Berea College in Berea,
Kentucky.  The theme will be Seeking Spirit Together and workshop proposals are now being 
accepted.  Registration will open April 1.  Info: www.sayma.org.  There are AFM scholarships 
available, with full scholarships set aside at AFM for Young Adult Friends (ages 18 to 35).  Contact 
Ministry and Worship Committee for scholarship info.  
        

FRIENDS MUSIC CAMP –  Saturday to Saturday, July 5 to 19

Friends Music Camp is a Quaker music camp with a mission to create a caring, inclusive community 
through music. FMC was founded in 1980 and ran continuously until the pandemic and is 
relaunching an in-person camp next summer at Goshen College from July 5-19. Friends Music 
Camp accepts students ages 10-17, playing any instrument (including voice) at any level. FMC is a 
non-competitive camp, focused on learning and growth through collaboration. Campers sing in choir,
perform with small and large ensembles for their instrument, take lessons, and learn new repertoire 
during camp. More info at http://friendsmusiccamp.org/ or contact friendmusiccamp@gmail.com.
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FRIENDS GENERAL CONFERENCE GATHERING  –  Monday to Saturday, July 7 to 12

Friends General Conference (FGC) is a nation-wide umbrella organization for yearly meetings (like 
SAYMA) and monthly meetings (like AFM), mostly unprogrammed.  The theme of FGC's 2026 
Gathering, held July 7 to 12 at the University of Vermont in Burlington, will be A Window and a 
Door:  A Prayer.  The theme comes from the poem of the same title by LM Sheldon, from the 
October 2014 Friends Journal (https://www.friendsjournal.org/window-door-prayer/):  

Beloved, 
grant that my soul,
the workplace of Spirit within,
have the grace of possessing 
both a window and a door.

Join Friends from across North America for a family-friendly week of Spiritual refreshment.  
Daily worship, workshops, youth programs, and plenaries --and plenty of time to connect with 
Friends.  Financial aid and work grants available, plus reduced fees for children, teens, and young 
adults.  Registration begins April 1.  Info: www.fgcquaker.org/fgcprograms/the-gathering.

There are also AFM scholarships available, with full scholarships set aside at AFM for Young Adult 
Friends (ages 18 to 35).  Contact Ministry and Worship Committee for scholarship info.  

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~

MINUTES FOR THIRD MONTH MEETING FOR WORSHIP WITH ATTENTION TO BUSINESS
March 15, 2026, held in person and via zoom in a blended meeting
Minutes Recorded Pending Approval

Attendance: Folami Adams, Zariyah Allen, Cathy Amanti, Steve Collins, Jennifer Crumpley, Jennifer 
Dickie, Herb Edwards, Betsy Eggers, Elsayed Elbaz, Julia Ewen, Sally Ferguson, Susan Firestone, 
Gray Folger, Suzanne Gaventa Folger, Waman French, Jeremiah Gold-Hopton, Clive Gordon, Maia 
Hallward, Jack Honderd, Elizabeth Lamb, Georgia Lord, Becky Lough, Judy Lumb, Sue May, Alison 
Mawle, John M. Michael, Karen terHorst Morris, Bob Place, Mary Place, Christina Repoley, Jay 
Roache, Brittany Boulware, Aaron Ruscetta, Stacey Sharer, Bert Skellie, Karen Skellie, David Small, 
Big Softy, Myrna Trapp, Elizabeth Valera, Chiron X, Brent Wolff (Clerk), and Charles Hicks 
(Recording Clerk) 

Worship

Query for the Third Month: 
Live adventurously. When choices arise, do you take the way that offers the fullest opportunity
for the use of your gifts in the service of God and the community? Let your life speak. When 
decisions have to be made,are you ready to join with others in seeking clearness, asking for 
God’s guidance and offering counsel to one another?

                                                      – from Britain Yearly Meeting

Discernment

 Nominating — Elizabeth Lamb reported for Nominating Committee.

Minute-03-15-26:01: On the recommendation of Nominating Committee, Atlanta 
Friends Meeting approves Becky Lough as an appointed member of Care and Counsel 
for a three year term through December 2028.
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Reports     

 Nominating — Elizabeth Lamb reported for Nominating Committee.

The Nominating Committee brings forward the name of Maia Hallward for Assistant Clerk for a two 
year term through December 2027. We will bring her name next month for discernment.

 Tech — Aaron Ruscetta reported for the Tech Committee.

We’ve been doing the Zoom tech system for the last four years. However, the setup is still cobbled 
together, and there have been some requests for a more sophisticated system. Aaron has taken this 
request to the Admin Committee, and this has been approved and will be implemented slowly. The 
first change will be to install a 65” big screen TV on the wall next to the current tech set up to allow 
people in the meetinghouse to see people on Zoom.

A Friend asked whether one of the objectives was to make the setup more user accessible. Aaron 
confirmed that was one of the objectives. 

A Friend said some Friends do not want to sit to face the Zoom so that they are not on camera. 
Aaron confirmed that setup will remain positioned as it is now. The Friend also said they wanted to 
explore having a second camera, and Aaron confirmed that is on the list to do.

A Friend suggested getting to the end result faster than making an incremental change. Aaron 
suggested he wants to get people used to the changes over time.

 Finance — Stacey Sharer reported for Finance Committee.

Stacey provided an actual budget for where we are for the year in terms of income and expenditures.
We are at 9% of the annual budget in terms of income, at about 16% of the way through the year. 
There are no concerns about where we are for the year, but we ask people who plan to give money 
this year to consider letting the Finance Committee know how much and when they plan to give 
during the year to allow the Finance Committee greater visibility into what the Meeting’s likely income
will be through the year.

 Care and Counsel — Jennifer Crumpley reported for Care and Counsel Committee.

On a monthly basis, Care and Counsel (C&C) reviewed the following:

• Hold in the Light requests
• Cards sent on behalf of Atlanta Friends Meeting to members or attenders who were ill or 

injured, grieving, new parents, and newlyweds.
• Wellness contacts, e.g., phone and email contacts; home, hospital, and assisted living visits.  

Care Quilts are kept for safekeeping by a C&C member.  This year they were hung by Friends in the 
Greeting Room and were on display for several weeks.  One quilt was taken to a Friend in need. 

Questions for Discussion, Recommendations, and Follow-up

Question:  How much support and care should we provide to members of our Meeting community?  
Where are the boundaries between what we are willing and able to provide and what we are not: on 
things like rent, transportation, and medical care?  How might Care and Counsel be involved in 
offering support to Friends affected by federal lay-offs and funding cuts? 

A recommendation was made to expand the “Assistance Fund for Members and Attenders” from 
$600 to $1,000 per person per calendar year, to allow for funds to be given above the cap of $600 
without approval by Meeting for Worship with Attention to Business (MfB).  In December, the 

12



committee approved a member’s draft proposal: a request for an increase in funds to be sent to the 
Clerk of Finance Committee.  The proposal was submitted.  C&C is awaiting a response.

Mid-year, a member wrote a description of the fund and how to donate to it.  This was placed in the 
Announcement Sheet.  The Office Coordinator now regularly places this description in the 
Announcement Sheet.  

The committee simplified the “Next Steps” document, based on information shared by the C&C 
member who staffs the Welcome Table.  It was reported that people at the table seemed 
overwhelmed by the wordiness of the document.  The format was uninviting.  A committee member 
was tasked with organizing and typing the revisions suggested by the committee.  In the final 
revision, a QR code was added in order to link the slimmed-down version to the longer document on 
the website.  The final steps for having the new document placed on the website are in progress. 

The committee discussed the need for better coordination and communication with Ministry and 
Worship Committee (M&W) about tasks involved in handling memorial services.

A wooden candlestick holder was presented by a C&C member to the departing Clerk of Finance 
Committee, Paul Mangelsdorf.  

C&C contributed $100 from its budget toward an honorarium, consisting of contributions from other 
committees, for a speaker from Freedom University.

In response to an invite, Adam Hicks gave a presentation to C&C about self-care.  He spoke about a 
vegan diet, meditation, and exercise.  One aspect of his approach to healthy decision-making is to 
think “I choose” rather than “I must.”  

C&C and M&W held a joint meeting in May.  The two items on the agenda were:

• How committees are announced at the close of Meeting.
• How might baby blessings be handled in the future?

After a 3-month trial period without announcing M&W and C&C at close of Meeting, the practice of 
highlighting these 2 committees was ended.

There was discussion of possibly bringing back the prior practice of holding a special worship to 
make “promises” to the children of the Meeting, collectively, with certificates reflecting these 
promises distributed to the children.  Two members of M&W and a member of C&C agreed to further 
explore that idea.  It was concluded that finding ways to support new or expectant parents is 
important, and if they desire, a time of worship in support of them is something we want to continue.

C&C members have participated in 1 Clearness Committee for a Friend’s personal matter; 1 
Reconciliation Committee on behalf of 2 Friends; 2 Clearness Committees for marriages; 2 Marriage 
Committees; and 2 Memorial Service Committees.  Members have volunteered at all events this past
year: 1 wedding and 2 memorial services.

Two members volunteered to substitute for the Religious Education Teacher and Doorkeeper at a 
First Day Class during the summer schedule.  They presented what our committee does.

Upon request from a member of M&W, the committee reviewed a draft of the description of the 
Memorial Committee for the Handbook.  The C&C edits and revisions were sent to the M&W 
member.

The year ended with the Clerk completing her 3-year term.
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 FWCC Americas — Alison Mawle reported on the Friends World Committee for 
Consultation’s Americas Sections Meeting.

We have been asked if the Atlanta Friends Meeting would consider hosting the Section Meeting in 
person, this year, as a hybrid event. Alison said she supported this request. There would be about 25
people attending from all over the Americas who would be coming in as primarily individuals, and 
they will stay for three days. We would need approximately 25 hosts for people. This would take 
place at the end of October or beginning of November. Alison would need assurance that we can 
host many people as a meeting before agreeing. She would like the support of the meeting.

A Friend asked how our meeting could be helpful otherwise. Alison said we could have a potluck 
dinner or other welcoming events. We are not being asked to put any money into this because 
FWCC is paying for this.

A Friend asked whether there was a concern for safety in the travel for people from the Americas. 
Alison said this was top of mind for visitors.

Friends gave support for Alison to relay back to the group that Atlanta supported hosting.

 Friends Committee on National Legislation — Waman French reported for FCNL.

Twenty-one Friends in the Atlanta meeting contributed to the list of priorities that FCNL should have 
for the 120th Congress (2027 -2029). Below are the priorities the group recommended suggesting in 
conjunction with the prompts:

Priorities Submission: What are your group's top priorities?

We ask for a limit of five priorities expressed in no more than 30 words each. Please use the fields 
below to clearly and concisely tell us your group's concerns. These will guide our work together, 
during the next Congressional session, starting in 2025. Please direct committee members to specify
parts of The World We Seek (2023) [https://www.fcnl.org/about/world-we-seek/world-we-seek-
statement-legislative-policy] supporting your priority.  Deadline: April 17, 2026

Priority A

Section 2 - Civil Liberties and Civil Rights
Restore democracy, constitutional authority/checks and balances. Respect separation of powers - 
Congressional programs can't be rescinded by Executive branch, Reaffirm War Powers Act, Respect
international sovereignty abroad. No war! 

Priority B

Section 4 - Repairing Historical and ongoing Oppression
Restore DEI policies/funding reparative justice initiatives for LGBTQ rights/programs, reproductive 
rights/women's rights, educational programs, reparations for BIPOC. End federal support for racism.

Priority C

Section 2 - Supporting People and Building Viable Economies
Protect Medicare and Medicaid and equal access to health care. 
Restore USAID and international humanitarian relief. 

Priority D

Section 5 - Immigration and Refugees
Reform DHS and ICE. Create pathways toward citizenship and amnesty for immigrants who are 
undocumented. Stop collecting information on citizens resisting ICE and really on all citizens. 
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Priority E

Section 4 - We seek an Earth Restored
Fund rail, transit, electric vehicles, healthy forests and regenerative agriculture. Support solar - 
phase out oil/gas. Create Ocmulgee National Park in Georgia honoring Muscogee homeland and 
history.

Additional suggestions may be added until April 13, 2026. If you were not in attendance at the 
meeting and would like to make a suggestion for FCNL’s policy goals, please send very brief wording
to Waman French at wamanf@gmail.com.

 Ministry and Worship — Folami Adams reported for Ministry and Worship.

Folami spoke about the microphone use during the meeting. When we close meeting, the 
microphone ministers take their cues from the person closing the meeting.

The Friends of Color typically meet once a year, and they met in December for a meal. They decided
to experiment with having a meal more often. On the last Saturday of the month for the next three 
months in April, May, and June from 3pm until 5pm, Friends of Color will meet at the Meeting House 
to worship and have a potluck. All are welcome.

 Gathered Meeting Retreat — Charles Hicks reported for Gathered Meeting Retreat 
Committee.

The Gathered Meeting Retreat Committee has begun planning for this year’s retreat, which will take 
place at the meetinghouse from Friday evening, September 11 through Sunday, September 13. 
The theme for the weekend will be “Slowing.” Our hope is to step away from our usual pace and 
create space for reflection, connection, and deeper listening. By slowing down together, we hope to 
better attend to our Inner Light and to one another, and to engage in meaningful conversations about
our purpose and the purposes of our meeting community.

The weekend is taking shape around shared meals, intergenerational activities, worship, and time for
unhurried conversation. We anticipate beginning with a potluck on Friday evening, with simple 
meals, programming, and opportunities for fellowship on Saturday, and worship and closing time 
together on Sunday.

We also hope Friends will help extend hospitality to out-of-town participants by hosting guests in 
their homes. Our expectation at this stage is that the retreat will be offered on a pay-as-you-will basis
to help cover the limited expenses of food and childcare for young children, so that cost does not 
prevent participation.

As we continue planning, we ask committees to consider scheduling their meetings on a different 
Sunday that month so Friends who wish to participate can fully take part in the retreat weekend. 
More details and registration information will be shared in the coming months.

The retreat is being planned by Bill Holland, Mary Ann Downey, Christina Repoley, Dean Leeper, and
Aaron Ruscetta. We look forward to gathering together for a weekend of slowing, listening, and 
community.
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Clerk's Items
• The directory is in progress.

Approval of Minutes from 2nd month 2026
Minute-03-15-26:02: The Atlanta Friends Meeting approves the 2nd month 2026 minutes.

Events in the Life of the Meeting
• Attender Patti Lombardi’s son passed away in February.

Closing Worship

QUAKER QUOTE:  ON MEETING FOR WORSHIP

“It feels like I can have a minute to breathe.  It’s different than having a moment of meditation in my 
apartment because there’s still all of the distractions around.  And it’s crazy being in a room full of 
other people that are all there to experience that themselves.

           –  Valerie Goodman of Arch Street Meeting in Philadelphia, 
from an October 31, 2025 Associated Press article, “Young adults turn to Quakers’ 
silent worship to offset — and cope with — a noisy world”
https://apnews.com/article/quakers-worship-noisy-world-philadelphia-pennsylvania-
6549d5f4560f9a068bc48a7803216502#

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~
ATLANTA FRIENDS MEETING

Office Coordinator's usual hours:  Monday thru Thursday, 10 am to 1 pm and Friday, by appointment 
web and email:  atlantaquakers.org, atlantaquakers@gmail.com                voicemail/phone:  404-377-2474 

Clerk:  Brent Wolff, afmclerk1@gmail.com                 Treasurer: Stacey Sharer, afmtreasurer1@gmail.c  om  

Ways to communicate and receive information:
• You can receive the announcement sheets and other 

announcements relating directly to the life of the 
meeting.  This is the announcement email list.  
(The announcement sheet is also posted online.)

• You can receive announcements AND posts about a 
broader range of topics relating to being a Quaker via 
email   This is the discussion email list.  

• You can receive notification that the newsletter is 
online. This is the newsletter email list.

To join any of these email lists above, please email the 
office at atlantaquakers@gmail.com.

To join the meeting's Facebook group, search for Atlanta 
Friends Meeting & click the + Join Group button. 
      

Do we have your (correct) contact information so we
can reach you?
Please send your name and (updated) contact information 
to afmdirectory@gmail.com and  
atlantaquakers@gmail.com.  

Do you need a directory, printed or electronic?
Email atlantaquakers@gmail.com or call 404-377-2474

   

What does supporting your spiritual community look 
like for you and your family?   Atlanta Friends Meeting 
accepts contributions of your time, resources, talents, and 
money!  Place a financial contribution in the slot marked 
“Contributions” in the greeting area of the Meetinghouse 
or mail to our mailing address.  Or donate online at 
atlantaquakers.org/contact-donate/ with a credit card or 
paypal.  Sign up to volunteer on Sunday morning at 
http://tinyurl.com/afmvolunteers.  Contact the Nominating 
Committee to serve on a committee. Thanks!

Want to submit an announcement, letter, article, etc to
the newsletter?  Email atlquakerltr@gmail.com. 
Submissions may be edited for length and format.  

THE DEADLINE FOR NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS IS 
THE 20TH DAY OF EACH PRECEDING MONTH

This newsletter is a publication of the Atlanta Friends Meeting. 
Views expressed are those of the authors and not necessarily that of the Meeting
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